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Mzee Owen decided to teach
~TEE Ny o Thisis a little story about BIG LOVE. Hildegarde everything that
o Ina country called Kenya lived a he had Ieamed. from Mzee.

650 pound baby named Owen. He How to eat, swim, sunbathe,
was a hippopotamus. He lived in play, walkand sleep — like
atortoise.

paradise. There were beautiful
o en mountains, very green palm trees

and endless seashores. Birds of all
Conyid D20 by O s L kinds flew all around. «
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One day a little purple bird whispered
in Owen's ear. “Will you play with me?"
asked the little bird. Owen nodded “yes”
with glee. They played “Hide and Seek”
all the way to the top of a mountain.
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They swam together.
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Owen liked his new friend very much
but missed his mommy, Mzee. After
awhile,Owen became very sad. Until

They sunbathed in the flowers together »6,
“Yes, I will help you find ‘@
and | will always stay and rat
youpromised the lttle b /

They played hide and seek together.
From that day on, O
Hildegarde always
- 5 On moonlit night:
- = long wall
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The story of Owen and Mzee is based on
atrue story. After the 2005 Tsunami,a baby
Weleome hippopotamus named Owen was swept
) g 5 into the Indian Ocean. Wildiffe rangers
Lafarge Par k rescued him and brought him to the

= . LaFarge Park in Mombasa, Kenya. There,
Owen immediately adopted Mzee as his
surrogate mother. Mzee, means “old man”
in Swahil, is between a
100 and 130 years
old. Itis true that owen  AFRICA
took on the behavior of R
an old tortoise.



